64                             SIR PHEROZESHAH MEHTA
In the early eighties, however, some memorable debates which
took place in the civic chamber drew the eyes of everyone upon the
young member, who at once came to be recognized as a force to be
reckoned with in local politics. The first of these arose in connection
with the contract for the Malabar Hill Reservoir. Mr. Walton, the
Executive Engineer, had allowed the contractor for the work to use
stone extracted from municipal property on the Hill. This was done
without the consent of the authorities concerned, and its effect was
to benefirthe contractor at the expense of the Municipality. It was a
very questionable procedure, and the propriety of Mr. Walton's
conduct was hotly discussed in the Corporation. The members were
generally agreed that it deserved a severe censure, but some of them
would not be satisfied with a mere expression of condemnation.
Among these was Pherozeshah, who would have nothing but the
dismissal of the officer responsible for such a grave dereliction of
duty. He gave a notice of motion accordingly, urging Mr. Walton's
removal from the post, and a special general meeting of the Corpo-
ration was called, on 25 March 1880, to consider the subject. His
speech in support of the proposition was the longest ever delivered
in the civic chamber, and the facts and arguments by which it was
supported were marshalled with skill, vigour and lucidity. Even
those who differed most strongly from him were constrained to
recognize the ability with which what they called the case for the
prosecution had been presented. The discussion which followed was
remarkable for the heat and passions it evoked, and the mover of the
proposition was subjected, particularly by the European members of
the Corporation, to violent and bitter attacks, to all of which he was
more than equal.
Party spirit ran high for days, and the eyes of all Bombay were
turned to the Corporation. The matter was one in which the man in
the street felt particularly interested. Not for a decade had such an
issue presented itself, and the storm within the civic chamber was
reflected in the atmosphere outside. After a prolonged debate lasting
over half a dozen sittings, enlivened by numberless interruptions,
objections and points of order, the proposition was thrown out by a
single vote, and an amendment amounting merely to a vote of
censure, which was moved by Captain Morland, was carried. The